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Confucius’s Concept of ""Ren'" and Its Application in Modern Education

Shi Zhongying

Abstract: Confucius, the founder of Confucianism, was a great philosopher and educationist in ancient China. "Ren"
is the central concept of Confucius educational philosophy and theory, and one of the most discussed topics by Confucius
and his disciples. To understand what "Ren" is requires a good understanding of three sayings of Confucius. The first one
is "to love others", which is the guiding principle; the others are "treating people the way you want to be treated" and "to
help others to take their stand in so far as he himself wishes to take his stand, and get others there in so far as he himself
wishes to get there", which are the codes of conduct. Methodologically, sympathy is the basic way to practice "Ren".
Confucius” comments upon "Ren" are of great significance for modern education. They inspire us to reflect upon the
human nature and aims of education, the value judgment and moral affection in education, and the role of sympathy in
moral education and development. However, Confucian thought also has some faults, including the origin of "Ren", and
the approach from loving family members to strangers, and the inner intention between "Ren" and equality and justice in
education and beyond. Such issues need to be further explored.
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