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Limitations of Historical Materialism Used in Economic Analysis:
Take the Interaction between Productive Force and

Production Relation as Example

ZHU Fu—qiang

Abstract: The analytical thinking of Marxist economics is rooted in historical materialism. However, applying
historical materialism directly to the analysis of real economy encounters great obstacles, which mainly reflects as fol-
lows: the connotation of basic concepts such as productive forces and production relations have major ambiguities,
and even intercross with each other in the process of extension; there is no monistic and unidirectional causal rela-
tionship and functional mechanism between productive forces and production relations, which leads to the analysis of
social problems more complicated; due to embedded naturalistic thinking, historical materialism faces with serious
problem of forecasting the future of human society, and even degenerates into social Darwinism that can’t see the ex-
istence of the problem; historical materialism is mainly applicable to the description and prediction of historical de-
velopment as well as to the analysis of macro—situation when the society appears sharp contradictions, but not suitable
for analyzing and solving specific micro—problems. In fact, in the current period in which social and economic rela-
tions are generally peaceful, it is more worthy to inherit and develop the high— level thinking in Marxist economics to
resolve specific problems rather than the historical materialism to predict the future and promote social revolution.

Key words: Marxist economics; Historical materialism; Productive forces; Production relationship; Naturalism
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