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Background and orientation of the lifelong educational policy in China
SUN Li-xin, LI Shuo
(School of Teacher Education, Ningbo University. Ningbo, Zhejiang 315211, China)

Abstract: The concept of life-long education, which was put forward by the French adult educator Paul
Lengrand in 1965, has aroused great responses worldwide, and evolved from concept into policies that have
been implemented in various countries. At present, many developed countries have issued relevant policies
to standardize the lifelong education with substantial success. The philosophy of life-long education can be
traced back to the Spring and Autumn Period (8th-5th centuries BC) in China. Since Confucius set up pri-
vate schools and proclaimed education for all, lifelong education is a national policy, expressed at the high-
est political level. The 19th Congress of CPC adheres to pursuing continuous education and speeding up the
construction of a learning society. So, this paper argues for using the methods of literary researches and
comparison for dealing with the process of Chinese lifelong education.

Key words: reform and opening up; 40 years; policy for lifelong education; target; orientation; con-

cept
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