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A Literary Perspective on the Transformation of the Sense of
Place in Taiwan and a Contextual Analysis of it Therein

Liu Jianhua

Abstract: The sense of place in Taiwanese literature has experienced a change from representing local elements to national

culture, from symbolizing anti- colonial and anti- Western critiques to a distorted ‘de- Sinicisation’ as a tool and a code, and

from referring to Taiwan as a whole to pursuing local differences, the change being a result of two major impacts from the

structural transformation in cultural policy and social context in Taiwan and the evolution of local ideas in cultural trends in the

world. A sorting- out of the history of evolution of the sense of place and an analysis of its context dismantles the pure absolute

and essentialized Taiwanese sense of place promoted by the Taiwan Independence faction, a proof that the Taiwanese sense

of place is a product made and explicated by various forces based on their own cultural positions.

Keywords: Taiwan, the sense of place, cultural policies, local trends



