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Further Discussions on History and Historical Research

from the Perspective of Historical Materialism
Du Yanhua

( School of Marxism Fudan University Shanghat 200433 China)
Abstract: Historical lessons are crucial components which formulate the thoughts and wisdom of human beings. In
order to master historical lessons one has to understand what history is. “It was Carl Marx who caught the essence of
history.” Substantially speaking history is the change of society consisted of the thinking and activities of human
beings. Thus it is the “Great Pavilion” of human thinking and activities “built up by time in the boundless past.”
Time is a medium that contains social elements and social meanings. Therefore history offers clues for human beings to
explore the rules of social development. In this great pavilion of history “lie all kinds of treasures accumulated by
human through generations” that equips latter-comers with significant lessons for the explorations in activities and
innovations in thinking. Statesmanship is an important part of human history. With the development of history and the
enrichment of practical activities the ideological tradition of statesmanship gradually fleshes out. As a result history
becomes a friend of statesperson because of its wisdom in terms of statesmanship. In doing historical research we have
to believe that Marxist Historical Materialism has powerful strength in explanation. We need to avoid partiality and
irrationality in historical research in order to stick to Historical Materialism. We shall do historical research for the
living people. On the one hand we need to empower history with new values; on the other hand we need to
demonstrate realistic concerns in our research through regarding history as both science and art. Historical materialism
requires the unification of macro studies and micro studies keeping away from empty general narratives and fragments
which are lack of wholeness and ideology.
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