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The Times Changes of Adult Education Research in China

SHI Juan', LIU Yi-bing’
(1. College of Teacher Education, China West Normal University, Nanchong 637002 ;
2. Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

[ Abstract] With the subject development and maturity of adult education, adult education research in China has begun to carry
out more systematic and extensive research in education field with more professional attitude. The research orientation of adult education
in China has gradually shifted from “adult education” to “adult being-self” , from “human capital” to “cultural capital”, and from
“stage development theory” to “lifelong development theory”. The research methodology of adult education in China has shifted from
transplant research to constructive research, from speculative research to empirical research, and from single discipline research to in-
terdisciplinary research. The research content of adult education in China presented some new trends, which showed more extensive sit-
uation in the research field, suited to the reality of social change and development in research focus, and focused on continuous search
for local research characteristics.
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