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American Sinologist Ronald Egan’ s Analysis

on Su Shi’ s Political Philosophy
WAN Yi

( School of Humanities Sichuan University of Science & Engineering Zigong Sichuan 643000 China)

Abstract: By probing into Su Shi’ s “discourse on politics” and Dongpo Yi Zhuan American sinologist Ron—
ald Egan investigated his political philosophy integrating politics and Taoism and discussed and analyzed its ideo—
logical content and great value.And Ronald Egan emphatically expounded on the core thoughts of Su Shi “Tao”
originated from “emotion’; ‘“emotion” and “nature” were integrated “nature” had no good or evil ‘“etiquette”
was based on “emotion’; ‘“governance” was based on “Tao”.Ronald Egan highly evaluated the great value of Su
Shi’ s political propositions such as respecting public opinion conforming to the people’ s feelings and conditions
deeply gaining the popular support unblocking the way of speech allowing miscellaneous words and
“covernance” valuing “selflessness”.The research findings reflect Ronald” s unique research vision methodology

and value judgment and can provide a reference from “the other” for domestic studies on Su Shi.
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