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Professional Development of Teachers in Vocational Colleges and Universities:
Connotation Characteristics, Stage Division and Realization Path

ZHUANG Xizhen
(Jiangsu University of Technology, Changzhou 213001)

Abstract: As a profession, teachers in vocational colleges and universities have five characteristics:
heterogeneity of professional objects, generative course content, cross—border nature of working environment,
individuality of teaching means and stages of career development. Its professional development path has two major
characteristics: the special content and type of knowledge required for specialization, and the special organizational
environment in which the specialization is located. Based on this, the professional development of teachers in
vocational colleges and universities mainly revolves around the three dimensions of professional knowledge,
professional skills and professional quality, and goes through four stages of “novice — skilled — proficient—expert”.
To improve the professional development level of teachers in vocational colleges and universities, we should give
play to the role of vocational and technical teacher education in cultivating professional teachers, build a support
mechanism for the professional development of teachers in vocational colleges and universities that integrates pre—
job and post—work, create an on—the—spot practical training model for the training of specialized teachers in
vocational colleges and universities, and build a solid internal and external system for the professional development
of teachers in vocational colleges and universities.

Key words: professional development; novice stage; proficiency stage; proficiency stage; expert stage
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