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A Case Study on the Dilemma of Application-oriented Scientific
Research Action in Higher Vocational Colleges
—From the Perspective of Organizational Sociology
Hao Tiancong

Abstract: Application-oriented scientific research is the natural scientific research orientation of higher
vocational colleges. However, this position has not been translated into action in practice. Based on
the analysis framework of organizational sociology, three case schools were selected to deeply explore
the root causes of the dilemma of application-oriented scientific research action in higher vocational
colleges. It is found that this dilemma stems from the dual constraints of the institutional environment
and the technical environment. The institutional environment of the national demonstration higher vo-
cational college shown as the motivation of upgrading to the undergraduate levels, while the technical
environment shown as becoming bigger and stronger. The institutional environment of provincial dem~
onstration higher vocational college shown as moving forward to the first group, while the technical
environment shown as looking for misplaced competitive advantages, the newly upgraded higher voca-
tional colleges only maintain legitimacy in the institutional environment and lingering enrollment pres-
sure in the technical environment. National demonstration, provincial demonstration and newly upgra-
ded higher vocational colleges show a decreasing trend constrained by legal mechanism and an increas-
ing trend constrained by efficiency mechanism. It is suggested to further improve the classified man-
agement system of colleges and universities, guide higher vocational colleges to establish the orienta-
tion of application-oriented scientific research, establish the scientific research evaluation system ai-
ming at improving quality and efficiency, and actively promote the value-added scientific research eval-
uation method.

Key words: higher vocational colleges; application-oriented; scientific research action; organizational

sociology ( )
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