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The Evolution of Green Education Policies and
Their Future Trends in China: Debates on the Value Orientation

of Green Vocational Education Policies
Ren Ruli & Nan Hai
(Chongqing Normal University)

Abstract: Green education is all about creating of knowledge, skills, attitudes and values related to environment, upholding
the concept of harmonious coexistence between people and nature. This study reviewed the evolution of green education policies in
China and made an analysis based on Incrementalism Multiple —Streams Theory. It finds that green education policies are paying
more and more attention to vocational education, and their evolution shows that policy objectives are gradually optimized, policy
instruments are more various, and policy discourses express stronger desires. Overall, there are three reasons for the evolution. First,
a series of ecological and environmental issues have initiated necessity of green oriented talents, thereby making green education
into national education planning. Second, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and the Chinese government adhere to the
philosophy of green development and many corresponding measures are taken, attaching great importance to green education. Third,
all the green policy measures and the practices by policy communities exert the cumulative effect on the development of green
education. In the future, it is significant to grasp the window period of green education policies, emphasize contents relevant to
vocational education in green education policies, and improve the policy system of green vocational education.

Keywords: green education policies; greening TVET; incrementalism; multiple—stream theory; craftsman culture
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