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From Estrangement to Intervention: The Changing Role of the U.S. Federal Government in
Vocational Education from the Perspective of Induced Institutional Change
Qian Jinghui Hao Lixiang
( Institute of Vocational Education/Hebei Vocational Education Research Base
Hebei Normal University of Science & Technology Qinhuangdao Hebei 066004 China)

Abstract: During the promulgation and implementation of Morrill Act in 1862 and Smith-Hughes Act in 1917 and oth—
er series of acts the role of the American federal government in vocational education has experienced a process from
estrangement to intervention and established its leading position as “regulator”. Neither organizational model analysis
nor economic analysis in foreign studies can fundamentally answer the question “why federal intervention is tolera—
ted”. From the perspective of neoinstitutional economics this is a kind of induced institutional change under the de—
mand factors supply power and endogenous variables which changed the role of the federal government in vocational
education to an intervening regulator instead of a distant outsider. The federal government began to intervene in voca—
tional education through legislative regulation and financial support jointly pursued the “external profits” of vocation—
al education with states and local governments and formed the development form of running schools and raising funds
by the federal government state governments and local governments.
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1917 ~ 1918 5.5 56.6 54.6
1918 ~ 1919 7.8 79.6 73.2
1919 ~ 1920 102.4 103.4 92.4
1920 ~ 1921 126.8 127.8 109.0
1921 ~ 1922 151.4 152.5 109.0
1922 ~ 1923 176. 1 177.2 109.0
1923 ~ 1924 200.9 201.9 109.0
1924 ~ 1925 253.4 255.0 109.0
1925 ~ 1926 302.7 305.0 109.0
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