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(Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing Jiangsu 210097)

Abstract: Scientific research is an important basis for promoting the high—quality development of private
higher vocational colleges. However, scientific research as an institutionalized activity has not been popularized in
private higher vocational colleges compared with public higher vocational colleges. From the perspective of
sociological neo—institutionalism, this study selected one school as a sample to investigate the root causes of the
dilemma of scientific research action in private higher vocational colleges. It is found that the institutional and
technical environment shapes the scientific research action of private higher vocational colleges at the organizational
level, and the impact of the efficiency mechanism is significantly greater than the legal mechanism. Due to the
inability of the two primary mechanisms to achieve a match, the institutional research arrangement was dispelled. At
the individual level, it is shaped by institutional-regulatory, normative and cultural-cognitive elements, and the
effective incentives for research are not formed, resulting in the reduction of research to a symbolic existence. In
order to solve such problems, this study believes that private higher vocational colleges should start by improving
basic school conditions, establishing application—oriented scientific research, and stimulating the endogenous
motivation of research in private higher vocational colleges.

Keywords: high—quality development; private higher vocational colleges; scientific research action; sociologi—

cal neo—institutionalism; case study
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