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Policies and Practices of Digital Development of Vocational Education in Germany
Jin SUN, Yijing ZENG
(Institute of International and Comparative Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875)

Abstract: To meet the needs of digital development such as  “Vocational Education 4.0”, the German government has
completed the top—level design of the digital transformation of vocational education by introducing a series of policies. Therefore,
under the support of these policies, stakeholders such as vocational schools, enterprises,have actively participated in digital
transformation and explore some innovative digital practice models through cooperation. This paper makes a detailed analysis of
the representative policies and practical cases of the overall promotion of vocational education digital development in Germany,
focuses on four practice cases: Future Class, Paperless Class, Digi-Back, Handle VR, and digital teaching system. Finally, it draws
three insights from the German vocational education digital development practice: it requires scientific and well -designed top—
level design by the government to vigorously promote vocational education; the collaboration of all stakeholders shall fully integrate
advantageous resources for synergistic effects, clear definition of digital competency standards for students and teachers shall
provide clear guidance for curriculum and teaching.

Keywords: Education informatization; Digitalization; Vocational Education 4.0; German vocational education; Digital Education
Practices
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