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Abstract Antitrust is a typical ex-post regulation tool, which is characterized by a legislative
model based on prohibitive norms, an analytical model based on the principle of reason, and a
remedy based on negative obligations. The application of antitrust law to the regulation of
platforms suffers from the shortcomings of lag and poor deterrent effect, and the practical effect
of internal antitrust reform initiatives is also limited. In contrast to the ex-post nature of antitrust
regulation, ex-ante regulation prevents the risk of irreversible harm caused by monopolistic
structures by creating positive legal obligations. To avoid false positive errors, the introduction of
ex-ante regulation must ensure the market exhibits the three cumulative criteria, which are the
presence of high and non-transitory barriers to entry in the market segment, the absence of a
dynamic trend towards effective competition, and the benefits of ex-ante regulation outweighing
the costs. The overall objective of ex-ante regulation of platforms is to promote the return of the
market from closed to open, with the establishment of a special ex-ante regulator and the
adoption of a cooperative regulatory structure, and the selection of regulatory targets following
the basic framework of Market Analysis + Assessment of significant market power. The
regulatory measures include service interoperability, open access to specific data, and equal
treatment of services provided by different entities. The interface with antitrust regulation
includes the establishment of a division of labor and a rebuttable presumption of illegality.
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