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The Current Situation and Improvement Path of Digital Literacy Education for Adolescents
in China
—NVivo Analysis Based On in-depth Interviews with Middle School Students in the Eastern, Central and Western Regions
Li Xiaojing, Liu Yining, Feng Ziwei
(School of Media & Communication, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200240)

Abstract: As a key predicator of digital divide, the improvement of digital literacy is not only crucial for the development of
adolescents, but also an essential strategy in the development of China’s education informatization and the 14th Five-Year Plan.
This paper aimed to investigate the current situation and gap of digital literacy among adolescents in different regions of China. By
analyzing the existing problems of digital literacy education in China, this paper finally proposed some suggestions based on in-
depth description. Using the NVivol2 software to code and qualitatively analyze the interview text, the study adopted the purpose
sampling to conduct in-depth interviews with 36 middle school students from 12 provinces/autonomous regions/municipalities in
the eastern, and central and western regions. The results showed that the digital literacy level of adolescents in China needs to be
improved urgently. The gap between the digital literacy of adolescents in the eastern and the central and western regions is obvious in
dimensions of digital content creation, digital learning and information literacy. At present, there are four main problems with digital
literacy education in China: the construction of smart campuses is not rich and intelligent enough; the digital literacy courses are not
valued; the construction of the curriculum system is insufficient; the social support is quite limited. This paper suggested the future
digital literacy education should pay more attention to improving the assessment framework of digital literacy in China, focusing
on cultivating students’ digital content creation, digital learning, digital security and other capabilities. Furthermore, it is crucial to
strengthen efforts in expanding technology application scenarios, building curriculum systems, and setting diverse collaborations.

Keywords: adolescents; digital literacy; digital literacy education; in-depth interview; NVivo analysis
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