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Cultural Relativism in Contemporary Cultural Philosophy

Yuan Xin
(School of Marxism Studies, Nankai University, Tianjin 300350)

[ Key words | culture; cultural pluralism; cultural relativism

[ Abstract] Cultural relativism is a relatively extreme trend of cultural philosophy derived from cul-
tural pluralism. However, cultural pluralism is not equal to cultural relativism, or acknowledging the
relativity of culture does not necessarily lead to cultural relativism. The basic ideological characteris-
tics of cultural relativism are to emphasize the uniqueness and difference of national culture, to deny
the monistic view of cultural evolution and historical progress, to deny the universal general rules and
laws of the development of human culture, and to deny the universal measure of value among different
national cultures. Therefore, it holds that there are incomparability and incommensurability among
different national cultures. Cultural relativism has its positive theoretical value, and at the same time

it has its own inherent contradictions and limitations that cannot be overcome by itself.
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