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On the Behavioral Norms of the Chinese Legal Professional Community

—From the Perspective of Ethical Norms

YE Qiang" XU Han-ming" "
( a.School of Law; b.Legal Development and Judicial Reform Research Center
Zhongnan University of Economics and Law Wuhan 430073 China)

Abstract: The academic circles do not attach much importance at present to the study of ethical norms in
the process of studying the behavioral norms of Chinese legal professional community. Therefore it is innova—
tive to recognize behavioral norms from the perspective of ethical norms. Based on the rational definition of the
concept of Chinese law professional community ethics we believe that behavioral norms and ethical norms are
closely related and behavioral norms can not be separated from ethical norms. There are differences between
behavioral norms and ethical norms in norm contents norm stability and norm functions. We can explain the
specific contents of ethical norms of Chinese legal professional community from principles rules and values.
Followed by judges prosecutors and lawyers we analyze in detail their different ethical norms and finally
point out that to put legal scholars into ethics system of Chinese legal professional community needs further
study but that judges prosecutors lawyers and legal scholars can form a good professional community as long
as they move toward the direction of a common ethic.

Key words: legal professional community; behavioral norms; ethical norms
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