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The Institutional Evolution of Social Work in China
Gong Xiao-die Cui Yue-qin

Abstract: In recent years, from the establishment of an independent social work department in the civil
affairs system to the construction of grassroots social work stations to the establishment of the central social work
department, the development of social work within the party and government system has received widespread
attention from society. This paper analyzes the institutionalization process of social work as a technical activity from
the perspective of new institutionalism. Through the diachronic analysis of the institutionalization process of social
work in China, it is found that the institutionalization of social work follows the evolution logic of legalization,
projectization, and bureaucracy. This article focuses on the process of social work gaining legitimacy by relying
on the government, building a cooperative relationship with the government, and the government, as a powerful
organization, expanding the bureaucracy to the field of social work, and then obtaining the management power
of social work. Authors believe that bureaucracy is an inevitable stage of the institutionalization of social work
in China. From the perspective of bureaucracy, we can better understand the reality of social work and grasp the
direction of future practice.
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