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"Transformation from Popular Tastes to Refined Ones" and "Vulgarization"

in Terms of the Baojuan of Popular Literature Stories
SHANG Lixin

(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China)
Abstract: The separation and reunion of popular literature stories and the Baojuan can show the change of folk belief
and popular literature and art from the Qing dynasty to the modern and contemporary times. The Ming and Qing
dynasties' campaign for advocating charity integrated belief with edification via reward for the good and retribution
for the evil, and this integration enabled the Baojuan to become a typical representative of the folk campaign for
advocating charity and the masses' practice of advocating charity. The Baojuan of popular literature stories is the
product of the transformation of the Baojuan from popular tastes to refined ones. It is also the by—product of belief and
edification but objectively, it meets the entertainment needs of folk society, thus becoming a dual text of edification
and entertainment. Therefore, the study of the Baojuan of popular literature stories helps to better understand the
change of modern popular literature and popular culture in a broader vision and from a more diversified perspective.
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From Concept to Method: Some Thoughts on the Relationship and

the Research between Quyi and Ballad Literature
BAO Zhenpei
(School of Literature, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)
Abstract: At present, on the one hand, there exists the mixed use of the terms of Quyi and ballad literature in more
and more articles, but on the other hand, such a phenomenon goes to show a promising attitude towards combining
academic theory with contemporary art practice. Then what are the similarities and differences between these two
concepts and categories? How can the boundary be bridged between the research on Quyi and the research on
ballad literature? According to the principle of the discipline, this paper finds that, from the historical source and
the investigation into the current situation, although Quyi and ballad literature belong to the two disciplinary fields
of art and literature, it is still necessary to bridge the boundary, especially for the research on Quyi, which is in a
weak position and really needs the intervention of scholars of popular literature. The paper also investigates the gap
between the research on Quyi and the research on traditional Chinese opera and points out the convergence and
academic growth of the research on Quyi and ballad literature from the perspective of methodology.

Key words: Quyi; popular literature; ballad literature; concept; method
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