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“Emptiness” in Chinese Opera and the Western Theatric Art and Its
Practice in Richard III Directed by Wang Xiaoying

JIN Meng

Abstract: The Richard Il directed by Wang Xiaoying staged at Shakespeare’ s Globe Theatre in 2012 has been a
tremendous success. This paper focuses on the notion of “emptiness” in drama compares Peter Brook’ s claims with theories in
Chinese drama and uses the findings from this comparison to analyze Wang Xiaoying” s production of Richard IIl. Tt is hoped that
this paper could inspire innovations in the production of contemporary Chinese dramas whilst cultural exchanges between China and
the West are increasingly intense. In his The Empty Space Peter Brook claims that the essence of drama should be understood
within the framework of the aesthetics of original space. It is worth noting that Peter Brook’ s understanding and presentation of
time and space in the rehearsal of Shakespeare’s plays is echoed with the aesthetic representations of time and space in Chinese
drama. Their similarities lie in that both of them seemed to be “presumptive” and that both of them demonstrate the time and
space of the stage through performing arts.
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