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RERE HaM

The Policy Diffusion Mechanism of Provincial Governments

to Promote the High—quality Development of Vocational Education

and Training
Li Yang

(Tianjin University )

Abstract: The high—quality development of vocational education and training is essential to determine the type status of

vocational education and training and build a skilled society. Using the theory of policy diffusion and text analysis method, this

study deeply describes the policy diffusion mechanism of the provincial government to promote the high—quality development of

vocational education and training from the three dimensions of time, space, and mechanism. The research findings indicate that the

diffusion curve follows an S—shaped distribution, and the diffusion process shows the initial period of policy diffusion (2018-2019),

the development period of policy diffusion (2020-2021), and the deepening period of policy diffusion (2022—-present). In the spatial

dimension, the high—quality development policy of vocational education and training follows the logic of spatial diffusion, presenting

three diffusion paths: a top—down vertical hierarchical diffusion system, a horizontal regional diffusion model of proximity effect, and

a collaborative linkage and parallel sector diffusion structure. In the mechanism dimension, the four mechanisms of learning,

imitation, competition, and coercion jointly drive the high—quality development of vocational education and training, forming an

ecological pattern of policy diffusion driven by endogenous and external forces.

Keywords: vocational education and training; high—quality development; policy diffusion mechanism; provincial government
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