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General principles of law as a source of international law
LOU Wei - yang

( East China University of Political Science and Law ~ Shanghai 200063 China)
Abstract: General principle of law was once questioned as a source of international law because of the confusion between general princi-
ple of law fundamental principles of international law and customary international law. Some scholars think general principles of law
can’t play an important role in international judicial practice. However the Statute of the International Court of Justice and a large num—
ber of international courts” practices show that general principle of law can be used as a direct source of law and become the legal basis
for the courts” judgment. It is undeniable that general principle of law is a source of international law.

Key words: general principles of law; source of international law; fundamental principles of international law; international custom



