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Standardization of Folk Ritual: The Reform of Festival Rituals During the Republic of
China Period

Ren Yaxuan

Abstract: The reform of ceremonial rites during the Republican Era began with the “Correction of the Calendar”—to change the traditional calendar.
The alteration of the calendar brought about new holidays and modifications to traditional festivals and folk customs, which impacted people’s existing
concepts of time and lifestyle. In the Ceremony of the Republic of China, the official ceremonial book of the time, holidays were generally classified
into two categories: modern commemorative holidays and traditional seasonal festivals. The reform of holiday etiquette during the Republican era
primarily focused on standardizing the official procedures and celebratory grades. However, these etiquette standards remained idealistic and mostly
confined to official documents, detached from the general population’s practical production and daily lives and folk traditions. This also indicates that
folk customs and etiquette rooted in Chinese traditional culture require us to adapt, inherit, and protect them based on respect.

Keywords: Folk Ritual, The Republic of China Period, Festival, Reform
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