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Research on Cultural Governance in China in Recent

30 Years: Theory, Policy and Practice
XIAO Bo NING Lanyu

Abstract: Cultural governance is an important method to solve prominent problems in the field of
culture. Research on cultural governance in China has gone through three stages in recent 30 years;
theoretical accumulation, policy development, and practical integration. At the stage of theoretical
accumulation, on the basis of the theories of Gramsci Antonio, Michel Foucault, and Tony Bennett, two
research ideas of “governing the field of culture” and “governing with culture” were basically formed in the
domestic academic circles. At the stage of policy development, China has built a cultural governance system
with the state, the market, and society as the main bodies. Domestically, the system has promoted the
improvement of the level of public cultural services; internationally, the system has enhanced the country’s
cultural soft power. At the stage of practice integration, rural cultural governance, community cultural
governance, ethnic cultural governance, and digital cultural governance have become important topics in the
field of cultural governance research. Based on the research and practice of cultural governance in China, it
is worth carrying out futher researches on the balance between the spiritual attributes of culture and the
natural control of governance from the theoretical perspective, the public absence from the policy
perspective,, and the impact of digital technology from the practical perspective.

Key Words: cultural governance; cultural policy; the practice of governance
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