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Integration of the Tang Horizon to the Song Model :

An Investigation of Cultural History Around Yelii Chucai’s

Knowledge of Incense

QIN Yanchun

Abstract: This paper focuses on analyzing the knowledge about incense in Yelii Chucai’s poems to explore the cultural and

historical significance of his knowledge system at the turn of the Liao, Song, Jin, and Yuan Dynasties. Although Yelii Chucai, as

a pragmatic politician and a lay Confucian, was considered to have inherited the cultural form of the Middle Han and Tang Dynas-

ties, the culture of the Song Dynasty still profoundly shaped his ideal personality and value orientation.

Key words: Yelii Chucai, incense, Buddhism, Confucianism, the culture of Tang and Song
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