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An Analysis of the Definition of School Bullying:
Based on the Comparative Analysis of International practice
Yu Lingyun & Ma Zaoming

Institute of International and Comparative Education, School of Education, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631

Abstract: As one of the social focal problems, school bullying has not yet been clearly defined. The usage and discrimination of
related concepts are also full of confusion. In our country, the definition of school bullying varies from person to person. Compared
with China, the United States, Britain, Japan and other countries have some more specific definitions which base on the principles of
Dan Olweus and combine with the features of school bullying of their own country as well. To understand the definition of school
bullying, one should distinguish it with school violence and student bullying. After understanding the relationships between these
concepts, there is a clear definition of school bullying that defines from both connotation and denotation. It is hoped that the relevant
policies and regulations can benefit from this definition.

Keywords: school bullying, school violence, bullying behavior, aggressive behavior



