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The Way to Modernization: The Evolution and Reference of
German Vocational Education Policy Under the "Dual

Circulation” Model
YANG Hong-hao
(East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: After the 21st century, Germany’s vocational education policy has hastened its own
evolution. Undergone three development stages—Industry 4.0,” “Vocational education and training 4.07,
and “Sustainable development of vocational education”, Germany’s vocational education policyis
characterized by increased digitization, intelligence, standardization, inclusivity, internationalization,
and also emphasizes concepts of social equity and “sustainable development” of the external
environment. In recent years, China has faced the historical context of the “dual circulation” model,
‘Made in China 2025 Strategy”, and the “Education Modernization 2035 Plan”. Amid significant changes
in vocational education content, educational models, and assessment standards, it is crucial to explore
new paths between vocational education policy and the economic “industrial chain” and draw from
Germany’s relevant experiences. This would ensure that our country’s vocational education policy aligns
more closely with the characteristics of the times, ultimately propelling it towards modernization, which
is particularly significant.

Key words: Germany; Vocational Education Policy; Sustainable Development; Dual—circulation
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