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[ Abstract ] Vocational education regional distribution has a direct impact on regional industrial competitiveness and economic
sustainable development. The internal and external environment of vocational education forms the power source of layout
changes, and the spatial difference faced by vocational education affects the mode of layout changes, which is trapped in the
cycle of balance and unbalance. The panel data of 31 provinces and municipalities in China from 2000 to 2016 is applied to
measure and calculate the characteristics of China's vocational education regional distribution change. It is found that the difference
of distribution changing characteristics between the secondary and higher vocational schools is significant, the change of the
quantity proportion does not go with that of the scale for the former while the two changes synchronize with each other for the
latter; the western part has witnessed a rapid growth in vocational education while the development center is moving
westward; and it shows significant spatial negative correlation between adjacent provinces in vocational education. Accordingly, it

requires full cooperation from the schools, the local and the central governments to optimize the regional distribution of vocational
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education with the strategy of serving regional development as the starting point.

[ Key words ] vocational education, regional distribution, the regional distribution concentration index
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