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An Analysis of the Visual Interpretation of Literature by Painting, Taking Gu Kaizhi’s
Nymph of the Luo River as an Example
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Abstract: Literature is abstract and indirect and expresses emotions implicitly, whereas painting is concrete and direct and
demonstrates themes by freezing moments. Gu Kaizhi’s painting Nymph of the Luo River, depicting the story in poem Nymph of
the Luo River written by Cao Zhi, can be considered a reinterpretation of the relationship between literature and painting, and is
also a visual reproduction of a typical moment described in literary works, reflecting differences in boundaries, narrative logic and
communications paths of literature and painting. This article focuses on the copy of Gu Kaizhi’s Nymph of the Luo River collected
by Liaoning Provincial Museum, to discuss how to shift the medium from literature to painting and how painting can visually

express emotional factors of literary works.
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