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Evolution and Reflection of Vocational Education Industry-
education Integration Policy from the Perspective of Multi—source
Flow Theory

Zhou Zhiying', Ran Yunfang®, Shi Weiping'
(1.East China Normal University; 2.Soochow University)

Abstract: To further understand the logical thinking of the development of vocational education industry —education
integration, this paper constructs a policy analysis framework for vocational education industry —education integration from the
perspective of multi—source flow theory. Based on the time series, according to key events and milestone policy documents, the
policy evolution of China’s vocational education industry —education integration is divided into three stages: combination of
production and education, integration of industry and education, and integration of industry, education and research. Based on
policy evolution, the study uses the multi—source flow theory analysis framework to open the dynamic black box of the development
of industry—education integration policy. It finds that first, changes in the industrial structure have led to labor market supply and
demand issues, opening up policy agendas. Second, problem sources have led to political sources, bringing national attention and
public reflection, and under the guidance of national strategy and leadership, the direction of policy formulation is clarified. Third,
policy sources follow political sources closely, gaining proposals from the National People’s Congress and suggestions from scholars,
opening the window of policy. Based on the content of policy texts, this paper summarizes the changes in the subject, content and
direction of policies in the integration stage of industry, education and research. On this basis, this paper reflects on the existing
problems of policies and puts forward optimization suggestions such as strengthening the central guiding role of policy content,
highlighting the local uniqueness, enhancing the coordination among policy subjects, and attaching importance to the effectiveness
of policy implementation.

Keywords: vocational education; industry—education integration; policy evolution; multi—source flow theory
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