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Characteristics and Evolution of Higher Vocational Education Policies over Forty Years
of Reform and Opening—-Up
Qu Tiehua Wang Ruijun
College of Education Northeast Normal University Changchun Jilin 130024

Abstract China attaches great importance to the development of higher vocational education and strives to offer
guidance support and assistance in terms of policy. The evolution of the policy of higher vocational education over the
40 years since the Reform and Opening- up has undergone four stages: the preliminary exploration 1978- 1990  the
legal construction  1991-1998  the leapfrog development 1999-2005 and the characteristic development
2006-2018 . During the course of development the policy of higher vocational education is characterized by gradual
clarity of policy goals shift of focus from a single utilitarianist goal to a pursuit of multiple values the constant progres-
sion in radically and steadily organic integration and the change from quantitative expansion to quality improvement
and characteristic development. The policy of higher vocational education promotes the continuous development of high-

er vocational education and the rapid growth of the social economy in China.

Key words higher vocational education educational policies process of evolution
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