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Empirical Analysis and Strategy Recommendations

Zheng Qi
(Zhongshan Polytechnic, Zhongshan 528404, China)

Wang Tingting

Abstract: This study, spanning from 2019 to 2023 and encompassing 132 vocational education policies in 30 provinces in China, employs quantita-
tive methodologies to investigate policy diffusion mechanisms. It conducts a multidimensional analysis of the downward transmission mechanisms of central
directives, intergovernmental mimicry, peer effects among local governments, and the deep—rooted connections between policy instruments and the adap-
tive imbalances in relation to regional economic structures. The research uncovers that direct and indirect interventions from the central level play a decisive
role in shaping local policy formulation and execution. Meanwhile, the level of economic development and the state of social development of various regions
significantly impact the selection and implementation outcomes of policy tools, manifesting in a gradient distinction between eastern and western provinces
concerning the adoption of vocational education policies. Based on these findings, the study proposes strategies including customized policy tools, activa-
tion of social capital cooperation, advancement of digital transformation, optimization of inter—regional collaboration, and the establishment of feedback
and adjustment systems, all aimed at fostering synergy between vocational education and regional economic development.

Key words: Vocational education; Policy diffusion; Policy tools; Quantitative research



