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The Generative Logic and Practical Value of China's Cultural Heritage Diplomacy
under the Global Civilization Initiative

Chen Kaiji
(Institute of International Relations, China Foreign Affairs University, Beijing 100037, China)

Abstract: Cultural heritage is a carrier of cultural memory of different civilization regions and different stages
of development, reflecting the diversity of human civilization forms and having value connotations beyond the
scope of sovereign nation—states. Since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC), Chi-
na’s cultural heritage diplomacy has become increasingly active, and cultural heritage cooperation with foreign
countries has embarked on the path of systematization and institutionalization, and achieved a series of fruitful re—
sults. This transformation depends on the scientific guidance of the new era Marxist cultural theory, which is
based on Xi Jinping’s cultural thought. China’s cultural heritage diplomacy in the new era will actively practice
the Global Civilization Initiative with Xi Jinping’s cultural thought as its core, highlight the value of Chinese civi—
lization’s concepts and practices of governance, and strive to build a new mechanism of transnational governance
and cooperation that meets the interests of the “Global South”, to provide a global cultural heritage governance
solution for the whole world, especially for the “Global South”.

Key words: Xi Jinping’s cultural thought; Global Civilization Initiative; cultural heritage diplomacy; cultural

heritage; global public goods
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