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Abstract: Views of language competence determine the paths and directions of foreign language education. As a
significantly influential linguistic competence framework the Communicative Language Ability ( CLA) model has
served as a theoretical foundation for developing language proficiency scales and formulating foreign language
education policies worldwide. This paper clarifies that the CLA model proposed by Bachman & Palmer ( 2010)
features dual-mode categorization ( non-interactive and interactive) and integrates the dual framework of language
competence and language use thereby advancing the paradigm shift in applied linguistics toward sociocognitive
approaches. The paper further explores the application of the CLA model to foreign language assessment materials
development and teaching aiming to enhance the facilitating roles of language competence models in foreign language
educational practice in China.
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