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On the Semantic Function and Evolution of Emerging Affixoids in Modern Chinese
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Abstract: From a sociolinguistic perspective, this paper examines emerging affixoids in modern Chinese between 2000 and 2024,

investigating their nature, characteristics, semantic functions, and patterns of evolution. Emerging affixoids are dynamic elements situated

between roots and pure affixes, marked by novelty, creativity, extensiveness, flexibility, and transience. Their semantic functions include

marking lexical categories, evaluating emotions, describing attributes, classifying groups, and intensifying tone. Their evolution is driven

by sociocultural change, linguistic regularities, media dissemination, and policy norms, demonstrating the dynamic interplay between

language and society, and revealing the vitality and adaptability of the Chinese lexical system.
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