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How does the M.Ed. Degree in American Higher Education
Train University Administrators

ZHAO Jinmin ZHOU Wenhui
(1. Beijing Institute of Technology, Beijing 102400;
2. Center for Graduate Education, Beijing Institute of Technology, Beijing 100081 )

Abstract: In order to improve the professionalism of university administrators, the United States has set up a
large number of professional master’s degrees (M.Ed.) to train practical talents and help university construction. In
a sense, the M.Ed. degree has become a vocational training for administrative personnel in American colleges and
universities. Since the birth of the degree, it has been connected with the management practice of colleges and
universities, and in the process of development, it has continued to explore the training mode of management
personnel and enhance the core function of its service practice. Throughout the history and current situation of the
M.Ed. degree, the degree authorization system, the vocational qualification certificate system, the higher education
industry standard, and the professional internship system are the institutional guarantees for the degree
development, and help realize the linkage between the higher education specialty and the institution construction.
From the perspective of the training process, the training objects have practical experience, the training objectives
are combined with professional needs, the curriculum system is personalized, the curriculum content is centered on
practical problems, and the internship plan is set up. These are outstanding features of the M.Ed. degree. This has
provided some useful references for our country’ s administrative management and talents training of higher
education.

Key words: American higher education majors; M.Ed. degree; system guarantee; talents training



