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The Experiences and Implications of Finland s Teacher Evaluation System
LIN Meimao, JIANG Minwen
(Fujian Provincial Education Examinations Authority, Fuzhou 350003, China)

Abstract: Teacher evaluation, as a crucial component of the educational governance system, plays a pivotal
supporting role in promoting high—quality educational development. Finland’s world-leading education
quality is closely associated with its innovative teacher evaluation system and high—quality teaching workforce.
Finland has established a comprehensive lifecycle evaluation system for teacher professional development,
encompassing multidimensional assessment of professional potential during pre—service teacher selection,
emphasizing formative cultivation of professional competencies during teacher education, and prioritizing
developmental evaluation of professional practice for in—service teachers. Concurrently, Finland employs a
dual evaluation approach combining school principal assessments with teacher self—reflective evaluations to
foster lifelong professional growth. Its core characteristics include being grounded in professional trust, a focus
on professional teaching performance, and an emphasis on developmental evaluation. Drawing on Finland's
experience, China’s teacher evaluation reform in the new era should reconstruct an evaluation framework that
affirms teacher agency, establish a professional evaluation system centered on "the spirit of educators", and
advance evaluation frameworks that foster integrated development of both teachers and students.

Keywords: teacher evaluation; developmental evaluation; teacher subjectivity; performance—based evaluation;

Finland; international comparison
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