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A Multi-dimensional Analysis of Japanese CTUA's Current Situation:
Government, Schools and Public Opinion

MIN Leping
(Faculty of Human—Environment Studies, Kyushu University, Fukuoka, Japan, 8190395 )

Abstract:

high school and university, including reforms in upper secondary education, university selection, and the connection

Since 2012, the Japanese government has been devoted to the reforms of articulation between

between the two. Though the reform of university entrance (Common Test for University Admissions, hereafter,
"CTUA") was declared to be carried out in 2021, description—style answer questions and social English tests were
declared to be delayed. The problems faced by CTUA are multi-dimensional. First, the spirits of populism and
bureaucracy spreading in the Japanese political world caused the reform to be carried out without enough discussion
and negotiation. And the unique private school-centralized structure of university education in Japan and the
strong traditional educational philosophy of high schools also led to the current results. After all, it reflects that the
reform of university entrance should be based on the consensus among the government, schools, and public opinion,
and highlights some particular crucial factors reforms in education. Meanwhile, this study also identifies some
characteristics of the Japanese high school system.

Key words: CTUA; Articulation between High School and University; upper secondary education;

university entrance
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