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On the Moral Education Responsibilities of Fam-
ily , School and the Public

—Starting from the Re—exploration of Herbart's
Thought on Moral Education

LIN Ling

(Sheool of Education , Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China)

Abstract: The basic principles and measures of moral education constructed by Her-
bart between social reality and the ideal state of human existence show us clearly a funda-
mental problem of moral education in the school : how the process of moral education in the
school can be related to the family life of young children and to public life or public activi-
ties, so as to expand children’s family life and daily experience and to support and advance
their future participation in the public life of society participation. The real task of moral
cultivation (German : Zucht) lies precisely in observing and correcting, throughout the pro-
cess of education, the relationship between the training process of the basic moral virtues re-
quired for public life (i.e., patience, acquisitiveness, and industry) and the training process
of the three initial moral concepts of the child (i.e., rectitude, goodness, and inner freedom ).
The implementation of moral education in the school cannot be accomplished by the school
alone, but requires the collaboration of family life, the school community, and the public to
create the space and opportunity for moral action for children and youth.

Key Words: public communication; community of communication in school ; family

life ; moral cultivation ; Herbart
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