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The Logic, Mechanisms and Limitations of Teacher Evaluation Reforms
Conducted in Colleges and Universities in the New Era

Zhu Yanjun

Abstract: Grasping the logic and mechanism of teacher evaluation reform from the meso level is an impor-
tant path. Starting from an organizational perspective, the study argues that under the dual logical organ-
ization based on legitimacy and efficiency, feacher evaluation reform in colleges and universities pres-
ents four mechanisms of occurrence: coercion, competition, imitation and learning. The four mechanisms
impose certain limitations on the innovativeness, effectiveness and continuity of teacher evaluation re-
form. Teacher evaluation reform should emphasize the role of academic logic and form new ftension be-
tween the triple logics of academics, legitimacy, and efficiency, which in tumn generates two new reform
mechanisms: social network and self—construction. Under different combinations of logics, teacher eval-
uation reform will show the following three characteristics: the compatibility and coexistence of multiple
mechanisms, the stage differences in the emergence of mechanisms of occurrence, and the significant
differences between the reform mechanisms of different types of colleges and universities.

Key words: colleges and universities; tfeacher evaluation reform; mechanisms of occurrence
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