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The Reform of Teachers’ Qualification System in Vocational Education:
Theoretical Explanations and Practical Difficulties
ZHANG Min
(Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: The implementation of the new Vocational Education Law has consolidated the foundation of the
rule of law for the establishment of a high—quality vocational education teaching force. In the face of profound
changes of the times, teachers’ qualification system in vocational education should be reformed correspondently.
Practical difficulties in the reform of teachers’ qualification system in vocational education are summarized as
follows: the qualification specifications are relatively lagging behind, the qualification criteria are relatively unitary,
the qualification examination is poorly designed, and the qualification recognition is yet to be optimized. With the
guidance of the competency theory, the reform may adopt the following approaches: building the
teachers’ qualification system based on the high—quality development of vocational education; improving the
criteria framework for teachers’ qualification in vocational education with the orientation of teachers’ professional
development; optimizing teachers’ qualification examination system in vocational education with the focus on
quality evaluation; enhancing teachers’ qualification recognition system in vocational education with the goal of
teachers’ career growth.
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