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The Relationship Network of Xue Xianzhou, the Ping Ming
Cooperative Association and Student Societies in the May Fourth Period
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Abstract: In the early 1920s, business students at the Fudan University tried to seek social reform
and set up a student organization—the Ping Ming Cooperative Association to spread cooperativism.
Xue Xianzhou, then dean of Fudan University, was a key figure who paid early attention to the trend
of cooperativism in China during the May Fourth Movement. Under the influence of the teacher-
student relationship network established by Shao Lizi, Dai Jitao, Tang Song and other teachers of
Fudan University and led by Xue Xianzhou, the Ping Ming Cooperative Association was able to
solve the difficulties of funding, printing and thinking in the start-up period, promote the landing
of cooperativism in the local area, the association with the international and the development of
the Shanghai regional cooperation association, and initially build a regional network for spreading
cooperativism and promoting the cooperation movement. After 1924, due to the interpersonal
relationship of Shao Lizi and Zhang Tinghao, Deng Zhongxia, Tang Jisheng and other revolutionary
intellectuals participated in writing, which prompted disagreements on the trend of cooperativism
within the Ping Ming Cooperative Association, and most members went to participate in the Great
Revolution. However, the members consistently adhered to their ideal society of “cooperative
republic” and regard joining the Great Revolution as a means to realize their ideal society. In
the period of Nanjing national government, Xue Xianzhou’s social network with the Ping Ming
Cooperative Association still had an important impact.

Key Words: Xue Xianzhou; the Ping Ming Cooperative Association; Business School of Fudan
University; cooperativism
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