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Modernization of Emergency Management in China:
Cultural Consciousness and Governance Change

WU Jia

Abstract; With the increasing prominence of multiple risk superposition and resonance effect, the
modernization of emergency management system and capability has become the key guarantee and important
connotation of Chinese path to modernization. Different from the driving force of institutions and technology on
social evolution, culture endows crisis response with inherent regulations, deeply influencing the practical
form and effectiveness of emergency management. The traditional cultural genes represented by respecting the
heavens and protecting the people, emphasizing urgency and stability, harmonious coexistence, and turning
crisis into opportunity have profoundly shaped the history and reality of China’ s emergency management. In
the reform of emergency management, a policy logic has been formed, which emphasizes putting the people
first, using both emergency and peace measures, system integration, and crisis learning. From the
perspective of traditional Chinese culture, emergency management in the new era should better discover and
respond to the diverse “needs for a better life” among the people, and construct a normalized governance
system that adapts to emergency situations using the operating principle of “the opposite indicating the right
way” . At the same time, we will strengthen the synergy between departments, activate market and social
autonomy mechanisms, extract modern governance elements and mechanisms in the process of global
emergency response and balance, and innovate a modern governance system focused on crisis response.

Key Words: risk society; cultural consciousness; emergency management; Chinese logic



