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Research on Local Government Participation in the Integration between
Industry and Education in Vocational Education

—Multi-case Comparison Based on Industry Colleges
Zhu Jun

Abstract: This paper compares three cases of local governments’ participation in the construction of
higher vocational industry colleges,examining the behavioral logic of local governments in integrating
industry and education in vocational education. Through multi-case comparison,it’s found that local
governments’ integration of industry and education includes both institutional supply and direct par-
ticipation,and the choice of behavior depends on the degree of regional industrial agglomeration. When
the degree of industrial agglomeration is high,local governments weakly participate in specific indus-
try-education cooperation projects,only providing credible commitments and institutional space for in-
dustry-education integration at the regional level. When the degree of industrial agglomeration is mod-
erate,local governments guide enterprises to cooperate with vocational colleges by providing institu-
tional supply for specific enterprises. In regions with a low degree of industrial agglomeration, local
governments reduce the transaction costs and operating costs of industry-education cooperation
through regional institutional supply and strong participation in specific industry-education cooperation
projects, preventing skill “free-riding” behavior in the labor market from entering the field of industry-
education cooperation.

Key words: local government; industry-education integration; behavioral logic; industry college
(WAL % 3% 4=4 )

— 131 —



