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Identification Criteria

of the Subject-Predicate Predicate Sentence
SUN Ying' & SHI Yu-zhi?

(Peking University, Beijing 100871; 2National University of Singapore,Singapore 119260)
Abstract: The subject-predicate predicate sentence is a unique sentence pattern in Chinese
grammar. This paper first establishes clear formal criteria for distinguishing subjects and topics,
and uses the classification basis of marked and unmarked structures to clarify which sentences
are truly subject-predicate predicate sentences. The majority of sentences commonly regarded as
“subject-predicate predicate sentences” in academic circles actually fall under topic structures or
adverbial-central structures. This research not only contributes to the accurate classification and
deeper understanding of this long-standing unresolved grammatical phenomenon in Chinese but
also enhances the comprehensive understanding of the overall grammatical features of the
Chinese language.
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