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Vocational Education Governance System and Operation Mechanism in
the United States at the Federal, State and Local Government Levels

JIA Min, HAN Yangyang
(Shanxi University, Taiyuan Shanxi 030006)

Abstract: The formation of vocational education governance system in the United States has undergone an
evolutionary process led by local governments, to joint governance by state and local governments, and then to
layered governance by federal, state and local governments, gradually forming a relatively sound layered governance
system. As the core governance subjects of vocational education, the federal, state and local governments have
different responsibilities, with clear rights and responsibilities. The federal and state governments have complete
legislative, judicial and administrative powers, while the direct governance power of vocational education is mainly
exercised by the state and local governments. The operation mechanism of vocational education governance in
the United States includes a value-led mechanism led by fairness and efficiency, a responsibility—sharing
mechanism with hierarchical governance as the core, a coordinating mechanism based on laws and regulations, a
development guarantee mechanism with funding as the root, and a quality assessment mechanism with performance
accountability as the standard. The three—layer vocational education governance system has implications for the
reform of vocational education governance in China.

Keywords: vocational education in the United States; hierarchical governance; governance system; operation

mechanism; quality assessment
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