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The Historical Evolution and Significance of Perkins VVocational

Education Act in America
Wang Yufei
(Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University)

Abstract: The legislation of vocational education is the fundamental guarantee and system design to realize the instrumental
and ontological value of vocational education. America started vocational education legislation earlier, quite fully developed, in
which Perkins Vocational Education Act is the representative. Its legislative process reflects the continuous pursuit for educational
fairness, the era manifestation of lifelong education, and the realistic integration of new federalism. In certain degree, it will have
valuable references to our legislation in three aspects. First, the scientific legislation can be the fundament to guide the vocational
education reform; second, the funding mechanism can be the main part to ensure the vocational education operation; third, the
performance accountability management can be an effective means to improve the vocational education quality.
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