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economic capital, public-sector capital, and urbanization capital all have a
significant impact on the employment choices of college students,
demonstrating the social differentiation characteristics of their employment
choices. The findings of this study indicate that the current employment
choices of college students are deeply influenced by both conjoint and
differentiated factors, leading to a coexistence of convergence and

differentiation in their employment choices.

Impacts of Skill Competitions on High Quality Employment among

Vocational College Graduates

YANG Po, YANG Yuxin, JIANG Linli, HU Qiqi Page 69

Skill asset is one of the critical social mobility channels. In recent years, the
higher education expansion and the socioeconomic transformation have
weakened their association. Skill competition is an integral part of the skill
formation of vocational college students; however, there is a lack of academic
attention on its mobility impact. Based on the 2022 National Survey of
Vocational College Graduates Employment, this study shows that
participation in skill competitions can significantly improve a graduate’s
likelihood of finding high quality employment, and the positive employment
effect is larger for winning skill competition. Further analyses indicate that
skill competitions can produce a compensation effect for career mobility,
offering upward mobility for graduates from low socioeconomic backgrounds
and those from less selective institutions. Mechanism analyses imply that skill
competition can promote the growth of cognitive capacity and core self-
assessment, which in turn facilitate the formation of effective skill assets and
the acquisition of high-quality employment. Vocational education development
shall focus on a student’s skill formation and promote quality employment

through effective skill formation.



