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A Comparative Study of Highly Cited Papers of China and International Vocational Education Evaluation
Based on the Analysis of 4 Chinese Core Journals and 5 SSCI Source Journals

Liu Xuewei, Li Peisheng, Yin Qiangguo

Abstract Highly cited papers published in academic journals represent the academic voice of a discipline and reflect the discipline's
knowledge base and development trends. A content analysis method was used to compare and contrast the types, research methods, data
sources and research topics of highly cited papers published in four Chinese core journals and five foreign SSCI vocational education journals
in the field of vocational education in China in the last five years (2016—2020). The study found that in domestic vocational education
research, there are many strategic researches and few empirical researches; many descriptive researches and few quantitative researches;
ideological and political and craftsmanship and other topics account for a large proportion, the research scope is not broad enough, and the
research depth is slightly insufficient. According to the research results, suggestions are put forward to strengthen academic rational research,
improve the awareness of research methods, attach importance to practical research, and broaden research topics and horizons.

Key words content analysis; highly cited papers; comparative study; research method of vocational education
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