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[FREHREE  XER]

Exploring High—School Chinese Teaching Pathways for Cultivating Top-Tier
Innovative Talent: Student Clubs as a Pedagogical Vehicle

DENG Lei, AO Xiang

Abstract: Guided by China’s strategy of building an education—powerful nation, the early identification and
systematic cultivation of top—tier innovative talent in senior secondary school have become a core agenda for the
modernization of Chinese—language education. To address the limitations of traditional instruction—namely utili—
tarian goals, rigid models and mechanical methods, this study embeds student clubs, a form of informal learning,
into the highschool Chinese curriculum. It investigates the internal mechanisms and actionable pathways,
through which clubs empower the cultivation of elite innovative learners. Drawing on four pillars —self —agency
construction, contextualized practice, learning community, and developmental assessment, the study constructs a
longitudinal sequence of "foundational competence thinking training .knowledge co—creation," supported hori—
zontally by dimensions of knowledge, interaction, practice and thinking. Via academic competitions, thematic lec—
tures, club activities and scholarly forums, the proposed approach demonstrably expands students’ structured
knowledge of Chinese, advances their critical and higher—order thinking, and enhances their capacity for innova—
tive practice. The findings offer empirical support and methodological guidance for re—orienting high school Chi—
nese teaching toward excellence.

Key words: high—school Chinese; top—tier innovative talent; student clubs; informal learning; instructional

pathway
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